
        
The founder, Masataka Taketsuru, travelled to Scotland in 1918 to learn the process of distilling Scotch whisky first hand. 

He studied organic chemistry under Prof. T. S. Patterson[citation needed] at the University of Glasgow and malt whisky 

production at the Hazelburn distillery, in Campbeltown near the Mull of Kintyre. He married Jessie Roberta ("Rita") 

Cowan, the daughter of a Glasgow doctor, and returned with her to Japan in 1920. In 1923 he joined Kotobukiya 

(currently Suntory) and helped to establish a distillery before starting Nikka in 1934.  Nikka is now owned by Asahi 

Breweries, owners of Ben Nevis.  Bottles may be released as Nikka (from one or both distilleries) or Yoichi and Yamazaki 

Single Malts. 

Distilleries 

Yoichi 

  

Miyagikyo 
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Suntory was started by Torii Shinjiro, who in 1923 built Japan’s first malt whisky distillery, Yamazaki under the direction 

of future Nikka founder Masataka Taketsuru. Production began in December 1924 and five years later Suntory 

Whisky Sirofuda (White Label), the first single malt whisky made in Japan, was sold. 

After the war (in 1946) it re-released Torys Whisky, which became a great hit in post-war Japan. 

On January 2014, Suntory announced an agreement to buy the largest U.S. bourbon producer, Beam Inc. for $16 billion. 

This deal would make Suntory the world's third largest spirits maker.  Hibiki contains whisky from both distilleries, while 

Yamazaki and Miyagikyo are also released as single malts. 
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Chichibu Distillery is owned by Venture Whisky and was founded by Ichiro Akuto, grandson of the founder of the now-

closed Hanyu distillery. The distillery started its operations in February, 2008 and has been making single malt whisky 

influenced by the local climate. 

The distillery was built upon a small hill about half-an-hour’s drive from the centre of Chichibu City.  The environment in 

the area is hot and humid in the summer but extremely cold in the winter with the temperature dropping to below zero 

in the evenings and early morning.  Such an extreme environment is said to have an enormous influence on the aging of 

whisky, and because of that, Chichibu Distillery’s whiskies are fruity and well-balanced despite their short aging periods. 

Distillery 

Chichibu 

 

 

 



Eigashima Shuzo 

 

Originally a sake and shochu producer, encouraged by an increase in demand for imported whiskies, the distiller made a 

tentative start into local whisky making using the facilities and know-how applied from shochu-making. The distillery was 

built in the Scottish style, and they are producing only malt whiskies although on a very small scale. This is very unique 

distillery, using only specially-selected barley imported from Scotland, and production water that comes from the same 

underground source used in the making of their Japanese sake. 

The current still house was newly built in 1984, and equipment such as the potstills, washbacks were all moved to the 

new facility at the same time. 

Eigashima Shuzo’s whisky is from the White Oak Distillery.  The Akashi brand name comes from the name of the local 

town.  The brand not only survived the threat of near-extinction due to a relaxation of liquor tax on imported whiskies, 

but more recently has also seen a revival, thanks to a rise in popularity of Japanese whiskies. 

Distillery 

White Oak 

 

 


