
TASTING NOTES
Colour: Colour is deep amber naturally leached from the oak staves.

Aroma: The richness of the 2000 vintage, enhanced with the liveliness of the earlier vintages, 
has resulted in a finely balanced whisky with sweet, lively fruit aromas overlaid with 
vanillin, nutty oak and delicate chocolate nuances.

Palate: Prominant spirit flavours feature on the palate with underlying richness of caramel, toffee 
and dried fruits.  The texture is tight and zesty in the middle, merging into a smooth, 
creamy finish, with roasted nuts and butterscotch featuring on the aftertaste.

For a brief period of time, from the early 50s to early 70s, Samuel Smith & Son sold a product called 
Smith’s Imperial Vat Whisky. It was therefore an historic moment when, in 1997, we fired up the old 
pot still and ran a charge through to produce an Angaston single malt whisky.   

Two subsequent charges took place in 
1998 and 2000, before the distillery was 
de-commissioned in 2001. It was then 
re-commissioned for a further two charges 
in 2011 and 2013.

For the 2000 distillation we obtained 23,230 
litres of double strength malt extract from 
Coopers, made from pale malted Tasmanian 
Franklin barley and seeded with a special 
French yeast strain (CGC 62/P) originating 
from the Cognac district. The brew was 
fermented in our Angaston cellars here at 
the Yalumba winery, then distilled through 
our original 1931 pot still. 

 It was filled into 11 hogshead casks on 15 
March 2000, comprising of nine 3-year-
old French casks previously used for white 
wine, one 5-year-old American and one old 
sherry cask.

Right from the outset vintage 2000 showed 
all the hallmarks of becoming an outstanding 
whisky. Regular tastings over the years 

showed a pleasing progression in flavour 
development, the 3-year-old French casks 
particularly exhibiting great diversity in 
richness and complexity. With its generous 
warmth and creaminess, it was decided that 
several casks would be put aside for potential 
release as single cask strength whisky.

This 14 year old Single Malt release has been 
selected from the 2000 vintage, cask number 
970328, which has been judiciously topped 
with small quantities of Smith’s Single Malts 
from 1997 and 1998 vintages.  The richness 
of the 2000 vintage, enhanced with the 
liveliness of the earlier vintages, has resulted 
in a finely balanced whisky. 

The remaining casks from the 2000 
distillation continue to mature in our cellar 
for later release. 

This bottle is one of 560 bottled on 2 
December 2014.

Enjoy. It is proof that good things come to 
those who wait.


